SEEMS LIKE YESTERDAY

 trt=4:34, 16x9, HD

Written and Directed by Kaye Kittrell

Contact:

Kaye Kittrell – 310-454-4014

kaye@kayekittrell.com
Romell Foster-Owens – 323-767-6772

romell@jowarahfilms.com
"'Seems Like Yesterday' has a wonderful commercial appeal to it. It's soft and sensitive!" – Donna Newlin

Seems Like Yesterday was a semi-finalist in the Ford Mustang/Filmaka Short Film Competition.  Out of 400 script submissions, 20 were chosen and given $5000 to make three-minute films.  All finalists and winners films are currently running on http://www.fordvehicles.com/the2010mustang/?section=mustang_films.
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Diandra Newlin and Preston Jones in “Seems Like Yesterday”

Seems Like Yesterday had it’s premiere festival screening December 6, at TheWIFTS, the inaugural Women’s International Film and Television Showcase, at The Pacific Design Center in West Hollywood, which ran December 4–7, 2008.

Synopsis:

On a roller coaster ride, a woman remembers the day she fell in love with her future husband in the back seat of a red Mustang convertible.
Director Statement:

When I first read about the Ford Mustang/Filmaka short film competition, my mind raced back to high school.  I was a junior and my redhead friend, Vickie, was a senior and she had a red Mustang convertible.  She would pick me up, and we would ride around on warm summer evenings, sometimes with boyfriends, sometimes not.  An evening’s entertainment on a gallon of gas!  That car made her very popular!  The feelings of freedom, and if we were lucky enough to be in love, romance, were indelible. 

It was a different time, when boyfriends or dads were the only ones behind the wheel, so it felt very liberating to be riding with a girlfriend in charge of her own hot car.  And Mustang was hot!  I wanted my own!  My palette is sunset golden and colorful, and the red cars pop.  Why red?  That’s the car of my memory, the color of hearts, love, and the hottest, sexiest color ever!

My theme is memory, connecting the baby-boomers to today’s teenagers, re-imagining young love and the freedom expressed on the open road with the top down with a cute guy’s arm around your shoulders.  What triggers the trip down memory lane?  The dip in the coaster when your tummy flips over, the same feeling you get when we would go over hills in a sports car. 

Things are racing forward so fast, you begin to look back to those moments that stopped time and made you feel alive.  That, and the fact that hot cars are for girls as well as boys, will make my story appeal to a broad audience.  The twist is that Kaye is still living her dreams in a Mustang and with the guy she fell in love with, and her son is driving a new red Mustang convertible!  She passed her love of Mustang onto their child.

As a parent of a teenager, I feel only too well the burdens our young people face today, and I wish for them the crystal carefree moments I experienced in my youth.  My memory piece draws together the present and the past, linking the generations in loving and owning a car, Mustang, and told from a woman’s point of view! 

Often, families stick to a brand, and buy the same car year after year and generation after generation.  It’s a matter of pride.  Mustang can evoke that kind of affection.  Witness the many Mustang car clubs around the U.S.! In binding old and new, I am reinforcing the idea that Mustang merits generations of patronage.  And, that hot cars are for girls as well as boys.  That’s what’s unique about my piece.

BIOS

KAYE KITTRELL 

Actress/Writer-Director/Photographer

High School was about acting, but at university, Kaye received a BFA with Honors in Studio Art, then, moved to Washington, DC, where she worked for a year on the staff of a U.S. Senator.  Nights, she studied acting and soon relocated to New York to pursue acting full-time.  Kaye studied with the legendary acting teacher, director and founder of the American Place Theatre, Wynn Handman, as well as at The Ensemble Studio Theatre, while working on soaps, commercials and plays.  For three years, Kaye got her first live television experience performing bits with Billy Crystal and Eddie Murphy on Saturday Night Live.   

In Los Angeles, Kaye acted on TV shows such as The Gilmore Girls, Alias, Misconceptions, Becker, Titus, Bold & the Beautiful, Wings, Cheers, Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman and General Hospital and has been a principal performer in more than 100 commercials.  She performed lead roles in numerous short films, such as Crystal Heart Award winner The Snow Child, directed by Marc Marriott, and in 2006, wrapped a five-week run in Triptych at the Matrix Theatre in West Hollywood starring opposite Susan Clark.

Kaye just wrote, directed and acted in the short film semifinalist, Seems Like Yesterday, for the Ford Mustang Tell Your Story contest, now playing on the Mustang site. http://www.fordvehicles.com/the2010mustang/?section=mustang_films.  Kaye’s first short, which she wrote, directed, acted in and produced was Betty's Treats, an official selection in 20 festivals with three awards.  Joining a women directors group, GRIT, was the impetus for Kaye to make her own film.  Along with nine GRIT directors, Kaye is now directing a web series, Juanita’s Way, about a Brazilian-American maid who’s out to save the planet.  Kaye is also a member of the Alliance of Women Directors, AWD.


An accomplished photographer, Kaye is completing a 10-year portrait book project entitled Old Friends, dedicated to her mentor, renowned New York fashion photographer, James Moore.  Kaye traveled to 13 states and photographed over 70 of her old friends on a Rolleiflex twin-lens, then developed the prints in her darkroom.  Last year, she completed a photojournalism project Transforming Lives: The Work of Taylor Kevin Isaacs. Over the course of a year, Kaye photographed physical therapist Isaacs working with 30 disabled clients including Teri Garr, and is now working with the LAPD, photographing for Operation Progress, a police charity which gives scholarships to inner-city kids to break the cycle of gangs.  Kaye's fine art black and white photography can be found at: http://kayekittrell.com/. 
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FILMOGRAPHY

2005 - “Betty’s Treats” trt=7:08, SD, Kaye Kittrell–Writer/Director/Lead Actress, 20 Festivals, 3 Awards  http://bettystreatsmovie.com/
2008 - “Seems Like Yesterday” trt= 4:34, HD, Kaye Kittrell–Writer/Director/Lead Actress, Semifinalist, Filmaka/Ford Mustang competition http://seemslikeyesterdaymovie.com/
2008 – “Juanita’s Way” Kaye Kittrell–Writer/Director, one of 10 GRIT women directors’ webisode series, in production
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ROMELL FOSTER-OWENS

Producer/Director/Writer

Romell Foster-Owens is an award winning producer, director and writer.  She has been in the business of producing, writing and directing high quality, award-winning television series, made for TV movies, documentaries, and independent feature films for more than 20 years. Ms. Foster-Owens is a graduate of the prestigious American Film Institute where she majored in film directing, and San Diego State University where she majored in Theatre Arts and Television Production. 

In 2005, she created Romell Foster-Owens Productions Inc. and Jowharah Films, and in 2007, opened offices on Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood, California.  Ms. Foster-Owens has the rare distinction of having two of the films she produced, NATIVE NEW YORKER and PINS AND NEEDLES, selected as Official Selections of the 2008 Cannes Film Festival.

In 2008, Ms. Foster-Owens produced the award winning film STITCHES.  In 2004, Ms. Foster-Owens was selected as a Producer to participate in Robert De Niro’s Tribeca Film Festival’s prestigious Tribeca All Access Program.  Ms. Foster-Owens has produced and written more than 200 hours of television programming and five television series, including the EMMY AWARD-WINNING television series TEEN SCENE, the new television series MOTORSPORTS MANIA for GTV Broadcasting, and ALAKAZIA, a reality television show. 

As a filmmaker, Ms. Foster-Owens has won numerous awards, which include the Black Filmmaker’s Hall of Fame Award for Best Independent Film for MORE THAN A GAME which she wrote, produced and directed, an NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Feature Film Direction for the feature film, THE THREE MUSCATELL, that she directed and filmed in Atlanta, Georgia.  She received The Black American Cinema Society Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Film Industry, and the National Council of Christians and Jews Humanitarian Award for the television special RIGHTS OF PASSAGE: AN AFRICAN AMERICAN FEMALE EXPERIENCE which she Executive Produced, to name a few.

Ms. Foster-Owens is a member of AWD, the Alliance of Women Directors, Women In Film, A member of the Gangs Alternative Program Advisory Board and is a Board Member of the Diamond In The Raw Foundation and a former Board Member of the Center for Advance Film Studies at the American Film Institute. 

Ms. Foster-Owens is currently developing a slate of feature films through her production company Jowharah Films that includes THE JUNGLE WARRIORS, which she co-wrote and will direct, COLORED WAITING ROOM, with screenplay adaptation by Janet S. Batchler (Batman Forever), NATIVE NEW YORKER and FOREVER YOURS, which are scheduled to go into production in 2008 and 2009.

Jowharah Management 

323-767-6772
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DEREK ALAN JONES

Music Supervisor/Music Producer/Sound Mixer

Derek Jones has always been a hard working and driven individual.  From an early age he began working as a professional musician and won numerous awards throughout high school for his performances.  Derek’s hard work paid off, and he received several scholarships to attend Berklee College of Music in Boston, where he studied all aspects of music from performance to film scoring to engineering. Derek graduated Berklee Cum Laude with a Bachelors Degree in Music, and then moved to the creative center of the entertainment industry, Los Angeles, California, where he currently resides.

Once in L.A., Derek quickly landed jobs as a freelance producer, sound engineer and mixer. Some of the artists he has worked with include Major Label artists David Hollister (Universal Music Group), DJ Quik (Universal Music Group), Won-G (Sony/BMG), Javier (Capitol Records), Stacie Orrico (Virgin Records), The Apex Theory (Dreamworks), the jazz group Shapes, Michael Franks and producers Howie Tee and Jimmy Haslip to name a few. He has also done recording and mixing for most of the TV Networks (ABC, NBC, CBS, Fox, WB, UPN), some of the bigger Clear Channel radio stations, radio shows including American Top 40 with Ryan Seacrest, and  radio and TV commercials for Kroger Foods, Kevin Jewelers, Pollo Comparo, and Bunge International.  Derek has recorded, mixed, composed and produced over 140 CDs of music for use in TV and Film, in every style and format imaginable.  From Hip-hop to a 40-piece orchestra to a 20-piece big band to a heavy metal power trio, he has literally done it all (and everything in between)!

Under the tutelage of Victoria Rose Sampson, Derek has been following his love for movies, and is very active working in post-production sound for independent films and TV shows. His recent credits include the TV show, Take 2: Harvest Time (Produced by and starring Anson Williams and Don Most); the films Trail End (Starring Barry Corbin), Waiting For Yvette (Starring Wendy Malick), Itty Bitty Titty Committee (Directed by Jamie Babbit), Broken Circle (starring Michael Badalucco), Put It In A Book (Directed by Rodrigo Garcia) and Out At The Wedding (Starring Mike Farrell, Charlie Schlatter); the documentaries Save Our Future and Spiritual Revolution.

Derek was featured in an article for Digidesign’s Digizine magazine last year.  The two-page article appeared in the Winter 2007 edition.  He was also asked to speak at the 123rd Annual Audio Engineering Society (AES) convention in October of 2007 as part of a panel discussing audio mastering for new media (games, commercials, promos, trailers, webcasts, etc).

Derek’s enthusiasm and creativity drives him to excel in everything he does, from performing to composing to mixing and editing.  In his work, as in his life, Derek always strives for perfection, never settling for anything less.

derek@precocitypost.com


310-871-8358


http://www.precocitypost.com/  
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CATHLEEN WONG
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CATHLEEN WONG

Composer

Cathleen Wong possesses a deeply rooted passion for music, which originated in her early childhood years as a pianist and flutist.  Being practical, she applied and was accepted to Cal State Long Beach as a Humanities Major.  However, her fate as a musician and composer was sealed by the lack of a pencil… while registering for classes she realized she had no pencil, and no pencil meant no classes.  She took it as a sign and enrolled in the University of Southern California (USC) Thorton School of Music.  There she earned not only her Bachelors of Music, but her Masters of Music as well, receiving the USC Jazz Departmental Award along the way. She studied with jazz greats such as Buddy Collette, Bill Green, Gary Foster, and Thom Mason (USC). Cathleen’s classical flute training includes David Shostac (Principle flutist of the LA Chamber Orchestra) and Colin Fleming (Principle flutist of the Belfast Symphony). 

During her tenure at USC, Cathleen studied all different types of traditional and ethnic woodwind instruments, quickly establishing herself as a professional multi-instrumentalist and woodwind specialist. As a freelance musician, she has performed for the John Coltrane Festival Young Artists Concert and the Long Beach Blues Festival. She was a featured soloist, collaborating with Dr. Rod Oakes, in several concerts sponsored by SCREAM (Southern CA Resources for Electro Acoustic Music) performing works by international electro-acoustic composers and has played in countless orchestras (from Broadway musicals to opera), big bands, jazz/casual combos, and top 40/party bands. 

Cathleen’s talents do not stop at being a multi-instrumentalist. She is a very active composer, arranger and producer, including the score for Trail End (featuring Barry Corbin), and Spiritual Revolution (An Alan Sawyer Film), the Christmas CD - Of a Child: Season of Grace (voted ‘Top Pick 2003’ by christmasreviews.com) and with Disney’s child protégé - Meghan Montenegro. Her original music most recently has been used in the shows: Rodney, Gilmore Girls, ER, General Hospital, and in the movie, For Love or Mummy.  She arranged music for artist Kevin O’Neal’s Navigator album (Chameleon Records), 

When Cathleen isn’t composing or performing, she is sharing her knowledge as an instructor at Los Angeles Harbor College (Wilmington, CA), Marymount College PV (Palos Verdes, CA) and at Webster University (El Segundo, CA). Some of the courses she teaches are World Music & Jazz History as well as private woodwind instruction. 

Despite being a perfectionist, in Cathleen’s humble opinion, emotion is the utmost importance in the creation of a score.


" 

cathleen@precocitypost.com



310-783-0964
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NITA WHITAKER

Singer/Actress – Vocals

Groomed in gospel, trained in opera, honed in pop, Nita's voice is a remarkable instrument that's difficult to define. But when you hear her power chops and sweet high tones, you know you are in the presence of greatness.  Pulling all these elements together, Nita has found a beautiful blend of music that soothes the soul and shares stories from life on this her latest CD, LifeStories, showcasing her songwriting and producing abilities as well.

A former Miss Louisiana, Nita took her southern roots, charm and show-stopping talent to Los Angeles were her incredible voice carried her to Female Grand Champion on "Star Search.”  With a vibrant and dynamic stage presence that is unequaled, Nita is comfortable singing in any setting, from an intimate club to the arena stages, as well as stage, television and movies.   In 2005, she was the guest performer at The Freedom Awards honoring Oprah Winfrey, Ruby Dee and Paul Rusesabagnia.  She sang duets with Andrea Bocelli during his 2006 Winter Tour singing to tens of thousands nightly.  Nita often travels with Multi-Grammy winner David Foster as his featured artist.  She has performed and shared the stage with countless celebrities including Faith Hill, Celine Dion, Richard Marx, Josh Groban, Stevie Wonder and Yolanda Adams.  Nita's current CD follows two other independent projects titled "Nita Whitaker" and "One Voice.” Most recently she performed "Porgy and Bess" with the Chorale Bel Canto Symphony as well as touring with jazz trumpeter Chris Botti earlier this year.

For booking information please contact:

AVALON ARTISTS

Craig Holzberg

team@avalonartists.com



323-692-1722
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DIANDRA NEWLIN

Actress – SAG/AFTRA

Diandra is a 17-year-old multi-talented, triple threat young woman who has spent her entire life either in front of a microphone or camera.  She got her SAG card when she was 6 years old. She is currently a student of Loyola Marymount University. She grew up in Richmond, Virginia and lived there for nine years while working her craft both in New York and Virginia. She has been a principal performer in over thirty national commercials.  She has starred in five award-winning short films, appeared in seven major motion pictures, co-starring in “Loving Jezebel” and “Dreamkiller.” Coming to Los Angeles in 2002, she starred in music videos including Faith Hill’s ‘CRY’ and the Jonas Bros. “Year 3000,” has had recurring roles on the NBC Soap Opera “Passions,” and has guest-starred on the Disney hit “The Suite Life of Zack and Cody,”  “The Gong Show with Dave Attell” and “General Hospital.”

Also an accomplished singer, followed by ABC Primetime, 20/20 and Good Morning America, she has just finished filming and producing her third original music video. She has recorded 15 original songs and her new album ‘Diandra Newlin’ was just released at CD Baby and on iTunes.  She is an avid 5-year member of the Looking Ahead Program, volunteering her time and talents towards inner city programs and HIV/AIDS patients. She is a four-year member of The Academy of Television Arts and Sciences and donates time every year reviewing EMMY submission tapes and voting for the winners, while continuing to work on her busy career.

Contact: 

Curtis Talent Management:  310-276-9092

Coast to Coast: 323-845-9200
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PRESTON JONES

Actor – SAG/AFTRA 

Preston just filmed a lead role in the feature film, Road Trip II: Beer Pong.

Contact:

The Geddes Agency

Phn: 323-848-2700

Fax: 323-656-6812

http://www.geddes.net/
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CAST

KAYE KITTRELL – Kaye

WHIP HUBLEY – Gary

DIANDRA NEWLIN – Young Kaye

PRESTON JONES – Young Gary

KATIE CONDIDORIO – Vickie

GABRIEL SCHWAN – Dennis

YOUNG MAN – Walker Kittrell Kehrer

GIRLFRIEND – Angie Goddard

BICYCLE RIDER – Jazzmin Perez
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Written & Directed by Kaye Kittrell

Produced by Romell Foster-Owens

Director of Photography – Brigman Foster-Owens

Editor – Rachel Eisengart    

Composers – Cathleen Wong & Dan Cross

Music Supervisor – Derek Alan Jones

Guitars – Dan Cross

Vocals – Nita Whitaker

CREW

Jennifer Jones – line producer

Jeanine Nicholas – art direction

Nancy Wei – costume design

Marie Rowe – casting director

Everlyn Hunter – production coordinator

LaFaye Baker – stunt coordinator

Debbi Mazor – stunt driver

Woody Stubblefield – sound mixer

Nic Stubblefield – boom operator

Brigman Foster-Owens – camera operator

Jeff Stewart – gaffer

Foster Corder – key grip

Rene Madrid – grip electric

Victoria Rose Sampson – supervising sound editor

Rodger Somers – background effects editor

David Mercer – sound effects editor

Derek Jones – re-recording mixer

Christina Chilcote – makeup/hair

Romell Foster-Owens – 1st AD

Everlyn Hunter – 1st AD

Nick Patel – 2nd AD

Michele K. Short – still photographer

Rene Madrid – on set videographer

David Behlman – set pa

Peggy Irby – set pa

Joy Hubbard – intern

Candice Readeux – intern

Fiesta Kitchen Catering – caterer

Special Thanks

Doug Semark, Executive Director – Gang Alternatives Program

United Media Services

Meegan Godfrey – Diamond In The Raw Foundation

Film Independent

Billy Lourie & Wade Stevenson – Santa Monica Ford

Don Donnelly – Valley Mustang Club

Gene & Lucille Cornelius

Film LA

City of Santa Monica

Santa Monica Heritage

Pacific Park®

Jono Golding – Filmaka

J. Walter Thompson

Screen Actors Guild

Filmed Entirely on Location

City of Santa Monica and Pacific Palisades, California

“No Mustangs were harmed in the making of this film.”

Kaye Kittrell Film/Romell Foster-Owens Production
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